EASTBOURNE RAMBLING CLUB
							
Affiliated to:-
South Downs Society
The Ramblers’ Association
The Open Spaces Society

OBJECTS

The objects of the Club shall be:- To organise rambles, to secure and preserve public rights of way within the Club’s area, to encourage and help to a greater knowledge, care and love of the countryside, to promote social and international friendship and to support the aims of the Societies to which the Club is affiliated.

RULES
(Adopted at the Annual General Meeting held on 23rd March 2015 and
Special General Meeting held on 2nd November 2015)

1.	The name of the Club shall be EASTBOURNE RAMBLING CLUB and it shall be affiliated to the South Downs Society, The Ramblers’ Association and The Open Spaces Society.

2.	Subject to approval by the committee, membership is open to:-
a)	all adults who are in sympathy with the objects of the Club and who have attended at least one official ramble; and
b)	children,15 years and under, provided they are accompanied by an adult who will accept responsibility for their welfare.

3.	Members of the Club whose conduct is inappropriate or who decline to abide by any of the Rules may be expelled or suspended by a resolution passed at a meeting of the committee where their subscriptions may be forfeited.  Members shall have the right to appeal in person to the committee with regard to any decision affecting themselves, provided that notice of such appeal be submitted to the General Secretary, in writing, within seven days of notification of the decision.

4.	The business of the Club shall be conducted by a committee which shall consist of ten Honorary Officers, namely:-
Chairman			Leisure Walks Secretary	Webmaster
General Secretary		Brisk Pace Secretary		Administration Secretary
Treasurer			Strolls Organiser
Rambles Secretary		Social Secretary

The Chairman shall not be eligible for re-election after serving for three consecutive years.

The committee may appoint from its own ranks a Vice-Chairman and such sub-committees as it considers necessary, who shall be responsible to the committee.  The committee or any sub-committee may invite to its meetings not more than two other persons whose attendance is considered profitable to its purpose. The Chairman and General Secretary shall be ex-officio members of all sub-committees.

If the Annual General Meeting fails to fill all the places on the committee, the latter shall have power to fill the vacancies at its discretion.  The committee may also fill such vacancies as are caused by resignations.

Any member wishing to address the committee in person shall be permitted to attend a committee meeting by prior arrangement with the Chairman, any voting rights being restricted to named committee members.

5.	This committee shall be elected and an Honorary Independent Examiner appointed at the Annual General Meeting of the Club.  The Secretary shall keep a minute book to record the business of the Club, and the Treasurer shall keep proper accounts of receipts and expenditure. 




6.	The Quorum at a committee meeting shall be five.

7.	The annual subscription for adults and children, 15 years and under, shall be fixed at each Annual General Meeting and shall then become due and any member failing to pay this subscription by 1st June following shall cease to be a member, but may be re-admitted on making such payment, if the committee shall so decide.

8.	General Meetings
The Secretary shall give all members at least seven days’ notice of all General Meetings, stating the proposed business. The Quorum at all General Meetings shall be 25 members and only members paying the adult annual subscription shall be entitled to vote.

a)	The Annual General Meeting shall be held not later than the end of March, when the accounts for the past year ended 31st January, duly audited, shall be submitted.
	
b)	Special General Meetings may be summoned by the committee or shall be summoned upon a requisition in writing signed by no fewer than 12 members.  Such requisition shall state the object of the meeting and shall allow the General Secretary reasonable time to arrange a meeting and give the required seven days’ notice to all members.

9.	Alteration of Rules
These rules shall not be altered except at the Annual General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting to be called for that purpose.  Written notice of any proposed alteration or addition must be given to the General Secretary at least 60 days before the Annual General Meeting or in the case of a Special General Meeting as under rule 8(b).  Alterations or additions shall have effect from the date of the General Meeting which adopts them.

10.	On rambles members must in all matters submit to the direction of the ramble leader.  Anyone desiring to leave the ramble en route is to inform the leader. Guidance on health and safety and recommendations for leaders are available on the website or from the committee.

11.	Members may not introduce visitors to more than two Club activities without the consent of the committee.

12.	The Club does not accept liability for any injury or damage suffered during Club activities whether under Club leadership or supervision or otherwise.

13.	The Club committee shall have the right to grant Honorary Life Membership to members.  Proposals from members for the election of President and Vice-Presidents shall be submitted annually by the committee for approval at the Annual General Meeting.

14.	Dissolution
If at any General Meeting of the Club, a resolution be passed calling for the dissolution of the Club, the Secretary shall immediately convene a Special General Meeting of the Club to be held not less than one month thereafter to discuss and vote on the resolution.

If at that Special General Meeting, the resolution is carried by at least two-thirds of the Full Members present at the meeting, the General committee shall thereupon, or at such date as shall have been specified in the resolution, proceed to realise the assets of the Club and discharge all debts and liabilities of the Club.

After discharging all debts and liabilities of the Club, the remaining assets shall not be paid or distributed amongst the Full Members of the Club, but shall be given or transferred to some other voluntary organisation having objects similar to those of the Club.


